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The word of thanks to Ombudsman or Phxhppmes for holdmgv |

_ the 5™ Annual Conference

The Board adopted the. resolution to convey ns vote of: thanks,
appreciation, and congratulation to the Ombudsman of Phlhppmes
for holding a successful moot of the Asian Ombudsman Assocxatton ‘_
on July 17-21, 2000.

Approval of the miinutes

The mmutcs of the meeting of the Asian Ombudsman Assomatxon af
Board of Directors held in Manila in July 2000, were approvcd
Approval of the agenda items

The Board’s formally adopted the agenda.

Recommendations on the pmposcd amendments in byclam of AOA

It was agreed that the brief review of the proposed amcndmcms may
be carried out rather than rejecting them all summanly

Article-1. Name
In the proposcd amendments, the name of the Association was‘

slightly altered, but the Board decided that the change in the name of
Association was not called for at this Juncture, and it was reJected
Article-2. Headquarters : _

The proposal was to establish a branch ofﬁcc of AOA An; the hostf
country holding the conference. This proposal was also rcjected
Article-3. Assoclation s insignia

There was a proposal for amendment in the Association’s' insignia.
This proposal was also rejected, and it was thought that the insignia,
already approved, was very proper and suitable, and ther cforc should ‘
be retained. ; ‘ ;
Article-d. Objectives | i

Proposed amendments, in Article 4, Sub-Article 2(b) as proposed'
was adopted. Sub- Amclcs 2 (c), (), and (i) were rejected whxle‘
Sub-Article 4(2)(g) was adopted. On Aticle 4(2)(h) there was a :

detatled dlscussxon Jt was rejected by way of vote. It was ;rcsolved .



Item No.5.

2

that in the absence of relevant provisions of .1aws3oﬁvarious,’fmémbér e

countrics, regions, proposed objectwe to curb corx'uptlon or: corrupt:ié,.}i-} S "

practices could not be msertcd in ﬁac list of obJectxves of the AOA 1.7

for the time beifig.
Article-5. Membership -
In Sub-Article (1). The word “a” was proposed to be added before‘ '

the words, “voting members” and it was ‘carried. The ‘wor g

before the words “universities, . hospxtals, prisons* and pres '

allowed to be substituted by the wnrd “of”’, The word “from’® before 5

the word “persons” be substxtuted by the word “on" in Sub clause, -

* (3). In Sub clause (4), the word “in” after the word “otherw1se was !
' allowed to be substituted by the woed “on” Sub-Artxcle (%) (6) and '

(7) jwere proposed to be amended but the amendmentS;;

’ rejected.

Article-6. General Assembly ,
Again, the proposed amendmcms in Sub Artlcle (2) to (6) were , A'
unanimously rejccted. .
Article-7. Board of Directors ' » ,

In Sub-Article (2) to (4) in Article 7, the proposed amendments werej' -
rejcctcd The proposed amendments in Sub-Article (5) were
accepted, so the word “of” before the words “their services™ were_

allowed to be substituted by “for” . In. proposed amendments -in

~ Sub-Article 6 were rejected. However, the amendmcntsf an.

Sub-Article 7(9) in Article 7 were unanimously accepted
Article 8. Sccretariat

The proposed am;hdmcm in Article 8, conceming the appoinﬁnent e
of auditor, for the time bc_ing was rejectéd. | -
Article 9. Mlsccllnneous

Amendments proposcd werc adopltd unammously
Membership issue of speclalty Ombudsman

There was an application by the Federal Tax Ombudsman of

Pakistan for the mcmbcrshlp of the Association, the apphcatlon was T

not properly moved by the Federal Tax Ombudsman of Paklstan He :

only soug,hl permission to move the application for membcrshlp It"i -:

was rcsolvcd thal a commmec compnsmg of the Premdent Vlce—; EERe



Item No.6.

Item No.7.

Item No.8.

Item No.9.

Item No.10:

President, and the Secretary shall exam1ncmwapplxcatlonwhc

3

moved for membership and make ’recommenc_laﬁogs-;to theBoardfor
further deliberations. T ' _ B
Withdrawal of the membership by Clvil:SErvieejCommis_‘_:S_i_;l;f}qf T
the State of Kuwait. | N | ,b
The Civil Service Commlssmn of the State of Kuwaxt was one of the
founding members of this Association, but for regeops not disclosed
by the Commission, they wanted to withdraw froa the merbership
of the Associalioh in writing, and the application@as produced ‘and

preseated before the Board of Directors. And they, W'itll'»?'regretS'

\notloed the withdrawal.. And since there is ia provision " for

withdrawal and there is no need to work upon. that, therefore, the;
applmuon was allowed to be processed.

Enhncmg the cooperation amongst the member countrles

With regard to cnhancing the cooperation amongst the member
countrics for the causc of ombudsmanship in As:an regxon, country
members of the Board were requested to send their proposals for
consideration in the next meeting of the Board of Directors.
Assistance to member countries

With regard to research and studles in the field of Ombudsmanshxp,
it was decided by the Board that the proposal shall be subnntted by :

the members before the next mecting of the Board.

Propesal for the venue of the 8" Annual Conference of the Asmn

Ombudsman Association to be held in 2003
It was resolved and decided that the offers may be sent to the’
President for hosting 8" Annual Conference of the AOA in 2003
Appeintment of the staff of Asian Ombudsman Association

Secretariat and ﬁxatlon of their remuneratlon.
The Board authorized the President to take a decision on the

appointment of staff and fix their remuneration.

Item No 11 (Addltnmal) Procedure of Election.

It was resolved that the procedures of election and other related
matters shall be workced out by the Sccrctanat i.e., the Pres1dent the |

chc-Prcsulcm and the Sccrctary



"
Item No.12 (Additional) - Balance sheets of the forexgn currency account e,

dollar account and the Pakistan Rupee currency account

It was brought on the agenda, and the Presxdent produced;:the

balance sheets of the foreign currency aCCount i c dollar account: and

the Pakistan Rupee currency account and approved by the: membersf

of the Board of Directors.



FARFOTS

-

Mecting of thc Board of Dircctors

June 19", 2001

«Chairman- ...Board of Directors of the Asian OmbUdsrﬁan now is in order,
and we start the proccedings. '

I welcome all the dircctors of ‘the Asian ‘Ombudsman Association to this
mecting of thc Board of Dircctors.  The last mecting we had was in Manila,
Philippines. On your behalf and on h1y own behalf, I express our gratitude for the
arrangements that werec made during our stay in Philippines, Manila, last yezir.
Our stay was very comfortable and also rewarding in many respects, particularly the
exchange of experiences with onc another.

Now so far as today's agenda is concerned, you have before you the printed
agenda for the meeting of the Board of Dircctors of Asia Ombudsman Association,
Tokyo, Japan on 19th, that is today.

First item on the agenda is word of thanks to the Philippines for holding Sth

- conference successfully and also rewarding.  So this should be read as adopted.

The words are: “The Sth Conference of AOA in Manila, Philippines; was a
successful onc and in regard to achicvements of its objectives, and the organizers
made cxcellent arrangements for the delegates who shared their views and
cxpericnces for the flourishment of thc ombudsmanship in the Asian region.
Thercfore, the Board of DircctAors conveys its word of thanks, appreciation, and
congratulations to the organizers for holding a successful move at Manila.”
| Any dissent? 7 |
.« . Just to... it's a noticc wec have rcceived just a few days ago, probably

during your absence. It will be sent to you from Manila, the procceding of the Sth

Conference.

« Chairman« ~ Thank you.

‘So the first item is adopted.

Sccond is the approval of the minutes of last meeting of Board of Direétors.
The last meeting of the Board of Dircctors was held on the eve of the 5th
Conference of AOA held in Manila, Philippines, from - 17th to 20th July, 2000.

Various points, items were discussed. It was decided to postpone the discussion of



-,

the proposcd amendments in the Byc-Laws. The General Assembly deliberated
and passed resolution concerning the clection of the Board of Dxrcctors payment of
membership fec: encouraging other non- -mcmber Asian countries’ lo adopt the
system of ombudsmanship; four, authorizations to the president to appoint staff for
AOA head office: csmbhshmcnt of study group and information center; six, grant of

scholarship et cctera, ¢t cetera.

So, any disscnt?  Any amendment in these resolutions?

. «  Can wc have.... our cxplanation...first item... Phlhppmes? ...to the
presidents and to all dclcgatcs.... We appreciate the Philippines government for
hostmg very successful sessions last year. ... the proposals concerning thanks and

appreciations... by this suggestion that the posts of apprccxatxons and thanks could

be given in written and conveyed in written to the govcrnment of the Philippines.
It will be a good initiatives for that, that the hosting country receives words of
thanks in written by the other nations.  In that way we can convey such message in
written to the government of Philippines. Thank you.

oChalrman- ' Actually, so far as this aspect is concerncd, we have already taken
carc of it by incorporating the minutes and conveying the copy of those mmutes to
all the member countrics includ'ing the previous host country.

.« . Yes, it is correct, but what we have done.was words of appreciations by‘
the president of this time, and my suggestion goes to the appreciations for the Board

of Directors. And such ... is going to be written and conveyed to the previous

host country, as an approved rccommendation by the Board of Directors, not only

by the prcsidcnt.
« TAI(Hong Kon g)- In fact, if I may clarify, Mr. President, at the conclusion of -

the Manila Confcrence, on behalf of the Association, I think the plenary session of
the membership of the AOA supported and wrotc a thanks to both the ombudsman

of Philippines-and also to the oovcrnmcnl of Philippines for the hospitality that they

had extended to all delegates in Manila.  So that was donc. But there is--I sce no

harm in doing it again in cxtending to the ombudsmen of Philippines a formal
gratitude of the Board of Directors as proposcd by the vice president.
» Chairmane Okay. Shall we procc'cd further?

Now, the third item on thc agenda is the approval of the agcnda The draft



agenda items for the meeting of Board of Directors requires formal approval by the
dircctors before opcnmﬂ of the discussion.  Is the draft agcndn approved? |

So the draft agenda items for thc mecting of Board of Directors is formally
approved by the dircctors. Now the discussion is open. '

Now the proposecd amendments. (0 the AOA's articles, Bye-Laws. The

cxisting Arliclc-I of the Byc-Law is that the Association shall be called Asian
Ombudsman Association. . Proposed amcndhcnt is--and I read it--: “The
N Associationvshall be called Asian Ombudsmen Association.”'
o (Iran)s I believe that the statute of the Association has been ..... As far as
possible, we' should not change it so rapidly the statute which is very varied
document... If it rcquirc;s some change in the ~ of. the statute, such
princip.lc could be, and should be, obscrved, that not to make such rapid changes if
they're not rcquired. If wc can agrec upon such prmcnplc then we can take into
considerations the recommendations and proposals. For example, conccrmng the
namc calling, thc changc of “ombudsman” to “ombudsmen.”

As far as 1 was within the dmflmo of the statute pcrsonally, we have alréady
~discussed such matter. Thc name calling is concerning all assoc1at10ns not the
personalitics or persons or members.  And during the adoption of the statute, all
member states represent Japan, Pakistan, China, and the others. Therefore, I don't
require it as incumbent and nccessary to change such name calling. There is no
change in the substance of the matter. And besides to that, the International.
Ombudsman has the same name calling, International Ombudsman, not Ombudsmen.
Therefore, we can basc upon the principle of not changing if it doesn't requxre it
is required, and to me, as the name has been registered, I don't believe that it is such
substantial chungingl Thank you.

«Chairmane Mr. Hisao Tsukamoto, the voting member from Japan, ...
«TSUKAMOTO(Japan)- It is already written here, but I think that one of the
most important thing is to think about how it is related in terms of our Association
with International Ombudsman Institute. And it appcars that changing name to
“Ombudsmcn may be somewhat unique in the rchondl ombudsman associations of

the world. So I am very ncg:uwc about change-of the name from Ombudsmdn to

. Ombudsmen.



- Chairman - Anybody clse? _ .

.. Since the International Ombudsman Institute, as mentloned by the
Iranian delegate and the Japancsc delegate, use Ombudsman, I think it is
unn;:ccssury to change the figurc of the word. ‘ -

o Chairman - Now in this....., the question is: Should we discuss this
amendment any further, or should we drop it?  Other amendments also. |

- TAIL- May 1 ...7 Perhaps as sccretary, I could put in a little bit of
| background here. The proposals, in fact, raisc two issucs of concern. One is the
question of change for the sake of changing, as both the Iranian-delegations and the
Japanese .ombudsman has raised. and sccondly is a constitutional problem of
proccdurc. These amendments were tabled in Manila when we were there last year,
with our prior noticc to all thc members of the Board. It was tabled by Phi]ippines'.
The Board of Dircctors in Manila decided that, a) therc was not cnough time to
consider the matter, and b) it also raiscs important questions of procedure. So the
consideration of the proposals werc deferred until later, until this mecting.  So I
think that we hold it to the Philippines which proposed the proposals to consider it,
and if we disagree, then as a maticer of decision, perhaps the Board of Direetors
ought to take a view to reject the proposal rather than defer it. Personally, I think
| Hong Kong would agrec with the vicws cxpressed, that ‘unless there are changes in
substance, then we do not go for change for the sake of changing; because it is a
very young. orgnni?ation we nced time to develop policices and procedures. We

“should not go for lots of chdngcs for the sake of it.

«Chairman- Thank you. Any other vicws on the point that has been taken by
Ms. Alice Tai.... Association?
e e So let the - practice for some ycars more and sece whether we

‘need, if it is nccessary to lessen(?) member or not.

(synchronous frec discussions)
.« . Mr. ‘President, with respect to the proposals, it is my humble proposal
thdt i order to show respect for the proposals being given, we can consider item by
item, not to reject all of them, but maybe we can take less time, but taking into
éonsidcrution cvery item, and if it is not substantial, then we can reject it, but not

xqccunn all of them in one word.  For cxample, the first item has been approved;



it has been rejected then, it is okay, then we can take into consideratién other
proposals, not to reject it all of them... It scems that most of us do believe that the
name changes arc not substintial but we can talk and discuss it ina very brief time,
and taking and mdkmg the decisions.

-Cha_irma'n'- So, so far as this amcndmcnt in Article 1 is concerned, can we

deem it dropped?

«TAI. If we look at the summary of comments, I think that gives a very good
analysis.
« Chairman- __comments...., at the end of... No comments by.... somebody

have comments... that Hong Kong China, Japan, Macao, thcy say no. Jordan, no

comments; China, no comments, Iran, no comments. SO the firstitem is dropped.

-—

The sccond onc is, the cxisting item is. the headquarters of the Association

shall be located at Islamabad, Pakistan. However, a member in host country or
region where the annual general mecting of the Association is held may establish
?"”’i!

office for the purposc. Proposcd. amendment--and 1 read it and I quote--: MThe

'headquarfers’fao“f the Associ'ation shall” be ‘located at 151amabad.£2ak_1(stag»~ :

branch office in the country of the AOA’ president.

3 st »." ; i giE >
country where the annual general meeting.of the Assocxanon i g@@;@

temporarym'offxce for the purpose. The commcnts were invited, We received
comments from Hong Kong China, Japan, Macao China, and People's Republic of
China. And so, in the casc of Islamic Republic of Iran, the comments by Hong
Kong China, is no comments. Japan, no commcnts; Macao, no comments; China, no
comments; Iran, no comments; Jordan, no comments. So thxs item, too, is dropped. -

So it is dropped.  Shall we drop it?

-TAI. Korca also supports dropping 2 -
.(Korca)s  Yes.
.« Chairman « Article 3. Association’s insignia. Existing insignia, the

Assocmuon 's insignia, shall be at Annex | at the cndrof our file(?). And so they
| wumcd to amend it like this, the Association insignia shall be indicated as in Annex.
1. 1 think it's the same except that World Ombudsmen was pmposcd but since the
amendment has been dropped. »this also has to be dropped.  So far as summary of

comments is concerned, Hong Kong, no comments; Japan, ne comments; Macao



China, no commecnts; China, no comments; Iran, no comments; Jordan, no

comments.  So shall we drop it, too?

Yes. Amendment of Article 3 is also dropped.

Article 4, objectives.  Existing.... , 1) The Association shall be mdependent
non-political, democratic and professional body. Subarticle 2) It is formed for the
following objectives: (a) To promotc the concepts of Ombudsmanship and to
encourage its development in Asia; (b) To‘dcvclo-p pfofcssionélism in discharge of
the functions as Ombudsman; (c) To cncourage and support study and'research

recgarding the mstxtunon of Ombudsman. (d) To sponsor training and education

- programs for the institutions of Ombudsman in the region; (€) ‘To provide

scholarships, fcllowships, grants and other types of financial support to individuals
for study rclating to the institution of the Ombudsman; (f) To collect, store,
disseminate information and rescarch data about the instilutioﬁ of Ombudsman; (g)
To facilitate cxchange of information and cxpericnces among the Ombudsmen of the
rcgion, (h) To pl.m arrange and supervisc periodic conferences of the Ombudsmen
of the Asian countrics regions: (i) To undcxtakc such other matters necessary to
further the above objectives of the Association.

The difference in the proposed amendment is that the proposals have proposed

to make certain words change into capital letters.  The amendments that have been

‘proposed have been shown in the amendment as in the capitals. You will find it at

page 6 of the proposals.  “The” of... as “an” institution.
(frec discussions)
« Chairman- So. so far as this sccond is concerned, that has been supported by

Hong Kong China and Japan and Macao. But China has not supported it; Iran has

offered no comments; Jordan has offcred no comments. Of course, Pakistan-has

also offered no comments. So since only textual additions are involved, with no

‘substantial difference, there will be no harm if we adopt this proposal in Item 2; that

is to say, and it shall rcad: “To dcvclop profcssxonahsm in the discharge of the

functions of an Ombudsman.”

«(Iran)- In the drafting of the statute, his cxccllcncy of lhc .... and these ....
have worked..... So, as I mentioned before, if it is p0551b1c don't make very
change in the substance of... Onc item has been added which could be taken into



consideration, namely the increasement and cxpansion of our duties and mandates.
It has made more transparent, namcly Subparagraph 9. To coordinate on matters
involving ‘lruns.nulionul corruption, or corruption-related activities, and devise
measures and ways consistent with” international law to .... the same. But the
actual item under consideration, the word is the problem of corruption. And the
administrative often says... Thercfore, I do believe that the statute is not going to
be changed in drafting wording of that.  And t.hcn. at the end of the objectives of
the institute, we can add this new purugra'ph or subparagraph.  Then itis.... Then
it can be put to voting in lhc General Assembly.

Then it shows us that when such additional or amcndment has been made
Then we have observed the principle.  Then, concerning the other matter is the w:.
matters. which their approve approaches how we can draft such items. In case as
in institutions of the other Orﬁbudsmcn; the institution of the Ombudsmen, there's
no substantive changes. It is not very rccommcnda-blc to. change rapidly every
subjcct of our statute.  But it evolves such innovation or initiative in the Board of
Dircctors, that we have such problem to change it so rapidly. And my proposal is
1o add new Subpdmomph 9 at the end of objcclxvcs in our statute.

-Chmrman- Yes.  We tcndcrly agrec with the obscrvatlons of our Iranian
friends. Wec agree that we shouid avoid making rapid amendments in the laws and
the Bye-Laws. But if there is some textual amendment, without touching the
substancc of any Byc- L.xw then if all of you agree, we make the 1ccommendatlon

otherwisc we drop |l

As you .know, our Bye-Laws and the basic law is that all thc amendments in
the ans have to be made on this body, only rccommended body. The Board of
Dxrcctoxs can only recommend it-to the General Assembly. So if you recommend
it, you'll send it to the General Assémbly. and then, if it is passed by the General
Asscmbly, and it will become law. Otherwise, if you don't, we drop it here, and -
there's no need to go to General Assembly for that.

Would some of you offer their comments on the item, that is newly added Item
No. 9 at page 7 of our agenda?

Excuse me. Do you have, ziny onc 6f you, objection to the textual

amendments proposed before Item No. 97 Thatis 1 to 8, as proposed? :



«TAT. I think thcre arcn't comments on the table, Mr. Chairman. Certainly,
from thc summary of comments, Hong K()ng,'Japzm, Macao have made éértain
comments. On Article 4, Subscction 2. whilst I agree with Mr. Holbrey(?) on the
nced to minimize changes, 1 think that if there are textual changes that would bring
about.an improvement, we should be able to recommend that. And it seems to me
that Article 4-2 lS one of thosc amendments, because although it's a ..., a matter of
English, it does put it'in a better English than the existing Article 4-2. So
’spcaking for myself, I would reccommend acccpting the recommendations to amend
Article 4-2

As I've nouccd that Japan and also Macao have also supported that, but as
regards Article 4-3, 1 think therc is opposition to changing that, because in the same
way that this is a ch:\ngc that would substuntmlly change the focus of Article 4-3.
We are concerned with the rescarch regarding not the Ombudsman as an institution,
but the institution of Ombudsman. 1 think the English as proposed would change
the meaning, so we would opposc 10 that particular amendment.

Article 4-G is the next onc that I could spot. On Articrlc 6, I think Japan
supported a change, but Hong Kong hasn't focused it. I think this again falls into
one of those textual thing that we could do with or without. So if that's the case,
there's no harm in.... The same applics to “in” in Article 7...

.« . It is my recommendation not to change it so frcqucnlly We should be
very skeptic concerning any change if it is substantial, It could be different
practices, but the statute is not a normal byelaw; it is more important than normal
byelaw. It might that cvery timc that when you'rc looking to the statute,
everybody can have such recommendations in order to change it. It is not very

pmctxcal to change the statute which is morc thdn normal byelaw, although new
Subparagraph 9 is a good onc, but it was not vcry casy for me to accept it even that
it has new improvement. The Subp.nragmph 3, 2, DR(?), to undertake the last
subpuragraph‘. to undertake such other matters necessary to further the above
objectives of the Association, it includes everything. Only the matter of--my
doubt is that thc new proposal Subparagraph 9, which is, it includes some
improvement. I request the president to approve and then inform and convey this.

principle to all members, the principle of not changing first, if or then it is required.



» Chairman Personally, let me explain. 1 have no rcservations on the
textural amendments proposcd from Item 1 to 8, because that is towards the
dmftsmdnshlp of the byclaws and rulcs und rcgulations, and the language that has
been used carlicr on was xndccd correct Lo some extent, but we are in the commlttee
of nations and we would like that our Byc-Laws, when they go to the other
countries who really know English mostly, we should not be far behind them.
. Therefore, if the textual corrcctions on amendments are made, there's no harm in it,
and this will bc not--1 mean, for the first time, we have looked into these, and some
of the mcmbcrs have proposcd thc amendments in the text, it would not be agreed ..
they agree here that we've been proposing the textual changes in the Bye-Laws.
But since now it is the sixth year :md some of thec members have come up with these
textual proposals on thc amendments only. thercfore it's up to you if you accept
it ... otherwise we drop it. 7

So let us, then, if you arc scrious, put it into vote onc by one. Subparagraph -
2. The proposal is to substitute Class b with Subparagraph 2, and that is to
develop professionalism in discharge of the functions of an Ombudsman. Do you
agrec that we should adopt it? ‘
Three, the third one, the ¢ Class, the older one, and number three, the new

onc: To encourage and support study and rescarch regarding the Ombudsman as an

institution.
« TAI. I think wc object.
« Chairmane So this is also droppcd and rcjcclcd

The fourth onc is: “To sponsor tr.nnmg and cducational program for the

institution of Ombudsman in the region.”” There's nochange in it.

4-6: To collect, store, and disseminate information and research datzi about the
institution of Ombudsman. 7 -
. e There's one “and” there and one “and” there...

« Chairman- Two “ands.” Ithink existing would be all right.  So a question

of one *“and™ adding into the oldcr onc.

. - Just a figure of style of...
<tapc side change> S
o e .in order to facxlualc the changing the proposals concerning changes,



wec can have ... Wthh 1S usu.nl in the United Nations documents, namcly to put the
changes-or proposals in the bracket, then we can see it'in one text, not in the second
text. In onc text, when we put.it in bracl\cl then we sec that it is the proposal.
And then, if it has been made by onc country, then we can put it on the note.... that's
made by, for cxamplc, Japan, or the others. Then, if we can put it into bracket.
within the text, itis obwously and more transparent to decide about that.
« Chairman » We will look into this next time when some proposal for
amendment comes in.  We will ... as welcome.

So should we drop Item 67?

- TAT- I suppose drop it. It doesn't add much.

o e Yes. 1support dropping.

.« e What's the vv'icw of Japan?

«(Japan). It appears that this is grammatical; this is not correct. Well, 1

could support this. But I rcad this as collect, storc and disscminate information
and rescarch data.  This is the combination. If that is so, I think a new “and” is
necessary, if it combinc information research data. So there could be some
confusion about the information rescarch data, how they're different or a data is
samc group of things. I think the informulioh rescarch data by the people who
drafted this Bye-Law was onc umﬂnn.mon 1 |

- TAI- I think your suggestion is technically, strictly spcakmg, absolutely
correct. But it's really the style, the draft, that you've gol two “ands” in four
words. That's 1ho problem. So Irthvink it doesn't add very much; $0...

«Chairman-e If we add onc “and™ more, it would confusc, whatever we have
alrcady gaincd and put it. That's the problem, actually. textually. '

(h) and (f')‘. (f) is the old and (h) is the new.

‘e 'ar, No. Seven, “in the region.”

-Chairman.- Yes. The word “in" has been added before “the. region.” I
think this is an . whlch we will have in here. |

L Withoul ‘in,” I dont think it .

A-Chairmaﬁ- ' ch. “In the region.” Becausc we represent tegion, and these
arc meant for the Asian rcgion. So thcrc"sv'no harm if we allow the addition of the

word “in” before the words “the region.”  Who proposes it?  Korea proposes it.
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Who seconds it? China scconds it.  Adopted?  Adopted.

Number 9: To coordinatc on matters involving transnational corruptxon or
corruption-rclated activitics and devisc mecasures and means consistent with
mtcrnanonal law, to the samé _ |

Now before procceding further, let me point out one thmg which is very
important and gocs to the root-of the proposition, that in every countrles of the
region, the ombudsmen, or anybody which represents the concept of
ombudsmanship, operate within the four corners of a law of the respcctive country.
Many counmcs of the region, the laws that we have consulted and read do not
provide for the indulgence of the ombudsmen in the arena of corruption, because
"{here %re other state institutions to curb, to discourage, to investigate, and to
prosccutc and punish the corrupt activitics. So we would be actually interfering in
the bodies of the state, provided it is not a pdrt of the statute that creates thc OffICC
of the ombudsman. '

So far as Pakistan is conccrned, we have no jurisdiction to investigate,
prosecute corruption as such, becausc there are other anti-corruptibn bodies who are
doing it and also prosccuting it and then putting the cases into the courts, both on
criminal and civil sides. Thcrcforc it would be difficult'for us to go to the
govcrnmcnt to seck amendment and to scck power to investigate corruption and
corrupt practices. 1 don't know about others, but the Pakistan's stand is very clear
on this, that at thec moment thcrcs no possibility of giving the powers of
anti-corruption to the ombudsmcn by the government in this.., are the
govcrnmcnts' that we follow.

. . Mr. Chairman, the situation is quite the same for us, too. And we have
truc difficulty oomg along with this pmposal

« Chairman- What's the stance of China and Korea?

. . Because although we have.the basic similarity for all the ombudsmen in
the region, however, cach government, 1 am sure, like mentioned by the president
and Japan, has its own department investigating anti-corruption. Thereforc we
must dxsdorcc with this proposal. ' '

«Chairmans Well, I should point out onc thmg, that there are one or two
jurisdictions in the rcgion who have the ombudsman have the jurisdiction. to

i
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investigate the corruption and also initiatc anti-corruption rights, but they have their

own system, and we won't interfere in thcirsphcrc‘of anti-corruption .... that they
already have. But so far as the other jurisdictions arc conccﬁxed who don't have
this power, it will be difficult for them to seek the amendments in the laws and also
necessary powers to combat thc corruption, although we would very much like to
have it.  But since it is difficult for us to get those powers, therefore we are unable
to shppor( thi’s‘amcndmcm at the moment. ‘ ‘ ]

. . We arc not talking about the countries or the members, that the
distinguished guest of Korea ..... . It is the matter of the Asian ombudsman. It is
diffecrent with internal mattérs. We arc discussing and considering the different
mcans and ways and rccommend the countrics to gziin the cxperiences of the
respective countries. It is not obligatory or obligations at all, or it is not a special
power or authority to be granted or withdrawn.  Therefore, to have such proposal,
it is a mandaté. an objectives of thc ombudsman, not for the every countries or
mecmbers; it is included as the objectives of the ombudsman. The other objectives
mentioned ‘in the statute could be considered by some countries as new one and, to

some cxtent, interference in the internal matters, but it is not any obligation on

countrics; it is a and general objcctives of the ombudsman. I hope that my
distinguished collcague from Korca and , ...is that it is not going to change

the jurisdiction of cvery country.

I have another proposal. If there is not any disscnting ideas, the wording
“involving” and thc wording “coordinate,” if there is some doubt abo{uAt the
interference in the internal jurisdiclioh of every country, we can change the wording.
Instead of “coordinate™ 1o “cooperate,” but the other matters makmg morc stronger.

Involving is ﬁghtmg—-bccausc in the mtcrnanonal fora, we are talkmg about

fighting the corruption, not only very subtle matter...  Thank you, Mr. President.
«(Japan)- - Mr. Chairman, point of order from the host erganizer. The next
session will be...  We'll have to come back to the hall, to begin the next session.

So I would like to proposc that this session will be adjourned at this moment, to be
continued tomorrow.  And we have set aside the evening of tomorrow, but if there

is nced for it, we could maybe shorten the lunch time to ga_ihcr here for additional

session.
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«TAI. We perhaps vote on this onc, becausc I think.... discussed. Maybe I
just want té make a word on this quickly. v

I think this issuc has been discussed at length in Islamabad, at the J’ast-Board
of Directors meeting as well as in Manila. The position has been very‘clearly
stated. Hong Kong has clearly stated their posbilion. ‘A clean government is an
underlying objective of zill ombudsmen in all the work that we do. ‘But because of
our statutory sctup and our burcaucratic sctup, some jurisdictions, from what I hear,
Pakistan, Hong Kong, and Japan, definitely, would have big difficulty, even with
somcthing stated like “to cooperate™ or “to coordinate.” Therefore, from rﬁy point
of view, because we have got a scparate independent commission against corruption
to deal with that, once you've got the proposal accepted, it would then be a very
confusing linc of command as to who should be a member here, and I would have
difficulty in supporting that,

I would suggest to get a decision on that, on this matter, that we put the matter
to the vote, and this would then be a decision. | |
«Chairmanes Those who would support it, say aye: those who don't, say nay.

(ayes and nays) 7
«Chairman + So the proposal is dropped.
+TAI - So that completes consideration up to... and including Article 4.

Tomorrow, we could start from Article 5 onwards.
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General Assembly -

[ Chairman] _the members of the General Assembly, fellow ombudsmen,
ladies and gentlemen uood morning.  With you permission, I open the session of
the General Assembly this morning. ' j

I am grateful for the participants who have come to attend thls session of thlsv'_ :
General Assembly of thc 6th Ombudsman Conference at Tokyo Now todays

agenda is that T will present to the General Assembly the proceedmg of the Board of

Directors that we held last night and bcfo:e that, the last two evening, and concludedf» i

and adopted almost all the items of xhc :u,cnd'x and concluded the sessxon of the

directors' meetmg, of the Board of Directors.

On the conclusion of the last evening's session of the Board of Directors
meeting, the agenda was first approved and then the items and the agenda one by
one, were discussed at length, and some of them were adopted, while others were
rejected. | .

The first item on the agenda of the Board of Directors was the word of thanks to
Philippines for holding the 5th annual conference at Manila last year. The Board
adopted the resolution to convey its word of thanks, appreciation, and congratulation
to the ombudsmen of Philippines for holding a successful moot of Asian
Ombudsman Association on July 17, 2000. |

ltem number two: Approval of the minutes of the last meeting of the Board of
Directors. The minutes of the mecting of the Asian Ombudsman Association Board
of Dircctors held in Manila in 2000 were read to the Board by myself, which were
approved.

ltem number three: Approval of agenda items. 1 presented the agenda
consisting of cleven items for the Board's meeting, which were formally accepted.

Item number four: Recommendations on the proposed amendments in byelaws
of AOA. A) Iran expressed the viewpoint that AOA isa young organiiation and -its
rules are rather. new and fresh. llu.y should, therefore, not be subjected to
amendments at such an carly stagc. “This vlewpomt was supported by China, Hongl
Kong China, and Korea. 1t was, however, agreed that the brief review of the

proposed amendments may be carried out rather than rejecting them all summarily.




Decnslons on these amendments, [ would llke to bring to your potxce Amcle
number one.  In the amendment, the name of the Assocnatlon was. ';ub"lcly(?) altered
but the Board decided that the change in the name of Association was not called for -
at this juncture, and it was rc;cctLd ' ’

Two, headquarters. The proposal was to establish a branch office of AOA in
any country. This proposal was also rcjected.

Three, it was a proposal.for amendment in the Association insignia. This
proposal was also amended, and it was thought that the insignia, which is alreacly
approved, wa‘s very proper and suitable, and therefore should be retained.

Four, objectives. Proposed amendments for resolved agenda, in Article 4,
Sub-article 2 as proposed was adoptéd. Sub-articles 3, 6, and 9 were réjected,
while Sub-article 7 of Article 4 was adopted. On Article 9, there was detailed
discussion. It was rejected by ways of vote. It was resolved that in the absence of
relevant provisions of laws of various member countries, regions, proposed objective
to curb corruption or corrupt practices could not be inserted in the list of objectives:-
of the AOA for the time being. ‘

Five, pertaining to membership. It's Sub-article 1.. The word “a” was
proposcd to be added before the words, “voting members,” and it was carried. . The
word “or” before the words “universities, hospitals, 'an(l persons(?)” was allowed to
be substituted by the word of “of ™ The word “from” before the word “persons” be
substituted by the word “or” in Subclass three. In subclass Foul", the word “in” after
the word “otherwise™ was allowed to be substituted by the word “on.” Sub-articles
5.6, 7 were proposed to be amended, but the amendments were rejected.v Article 6,
membership.  Again, the proposed amendn3ents alld Sub-article 2 to 6: were
unanimously rejected. Article 7, Board of members. In Sub-articles 2 to 5 in
Article 7, the proposed amendments were rejected. The proposed amendments in B~
class and Sub-article 5 and 4 wese accepted, so the word “of” before the words “their
services” were allm\cd to be substituted by “for In proposed amendments in
Sub-articles S-and 6 were also rejected. However, the amendments in '...pa-x"a 5t69
in Article 7 were unanimously accepted. In Article S, sccretariat, the proposéd

amendment in Article 8. concerning the appointment of the auditor, for the time

being was rejected.  Miscellancous Article 9 was adopted unanimously.
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Item 5 of the agenda.  Membership issue of specialty ombudsman.” There was -

N

an application by the Tacks(?) Ombudsman of Pakistan for the membership of the-

Association; the application was not properly moved by the Tacks Ombudsman of

-

“Pakistan.  He only sought permission to move the application for membership. It .

was resolved that a committec comprising of the president, vice pfesident, and the
sccretary shall examine the application when moved for hwmbersh’ip and m?,};g
recommendations to the Board for further deliberations. : j

Item number 6, the withdrawal-of membership by Civil Service Commission of
the State of Kuwait. The Civil Service Commission of the State of Kuwait was one
of the founding members of this Association, but for reasons not disclosed by the.
Cominission, thcyywamcd. to withdraw from the membership of the Association in
writing, and the aprl‘)lication was produced and presented before the Board of
Directors. And they, with regrets, noticed the withdrawal.  And since there is a
provision for withdrawal and there is no nced to work upon that, therefore the
aﬁplication was allowed to be procesiﬁccl.

Item 7 .was, with regard to enhancing the cooperation amongst the member
countrics for the cause of ombudsmanship in Asian region, country members of the
Board were requested to send their proposals for consideration in the next meeting of
the Board of Directors. ‘

Item 8, assistance to member countries. Researchers and specialists in the
ficld of ombudsmanship. Tt was decided by the Board that the proposal shall be
submitted by the members before rthc_ next meeting of the Board.

ltem number 9, proposal for the venue of the -Sth Annual Conference of the
Asian Ombudsman Association to be held in 2003; It was résolvcd and decided that
the offers may be sent to the president for hosting Sth Annual Conference of the
AOA in 2003. |

~ Item number 10, appointment of the staff of Asian Ombudsman Association
secretariat and for fixation of their remuneration. The Board authorized the
president to take a decision on the appointment of staff and fix their remuneratlon

/\ddmoml I(cm Il had been alrcady brought on the agcnda It was resolved
that the proccdures of election and other related matters shall be worked out by the

secretariat«-that is, the president, the vice president, and the secretary.



Additional Item number 12 was allowed to be brought on the agenda It was
brought on the agenda, and the president--that is myself--produced the balance
sheets of the foreign currency account--that is dollar account-~and the Pakistan rupee »

currency account were presented and approved by the members of the Board of
Directors. |

Now, may I takc this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to*th

members of the Board of Directors for sitting with me in the long session last night -
and the evening before that, to conclude the very heavy agenda that was set,befoté .
the Board. We worked till latc at night,' and we were able to conclude and finish theA"
agenda. 1 am also grateful for the mcmbcrs of the General Assembly who have». "
heard and listened to the proceedings of the Board of Directors meeting last evemng
and the evening before that.

Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes the proceedings of the agenda that were

last night processed. Thank you very much.

Ladics and gentlemen, if you have any observations on the proceedings of the
‘Board of Directors meeting, the agenda whercof I have read before you, you're

welcome.  Any comments, one way or the other.  Thank you.

[ ] Thank you, Mr. President:  Thank you for your elaboration on the
results, on the outcome of the meeting of the Board of Directors. We wonder, the
delegation from Yemen, if we could get a copy of the minutes of meeting of the

Board of Dircctors? s it possible?

[ ] We were cognizant of the amendments moved by the ombudsmen of
Yémen, but they were received in the sccretariat two days before our departure for
Tokyo. . [ am informed by my director gencral that the procedure for the
amendments to be carried is that, first, we circulate the proposed amendment to all
the member countries, and their opinions arc clicited in writing, wHich form part of
the agenda, and then it is brought on the agenda of the Béard, with the approval of
the members offhc Board. Since it was very late, it could not have been circulated.

Therefore, this item of the amendmeat which the Republic of Yemen has proposed,
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was not included in the agenda. This is going to be processed in accordance with

the byelaws for the next meeting of the Board of Directors. Thank you. et o
[ ] Ladies and gentlemen, 1 sce. that there are no' comments on the'-._'i'_":"m

approved agenda of the meeting of the Board of Dlrectors 'I‘herefore I thmk m ¢~’-; ?' b

short while the minutes of 1hc meeting of the Board of Directors are gomg to be..;

circulated amongst the members of the General Assembly. When it is dor_xe, 1 »thm_k'”'”

we have no other business to discuss for today. Then I declare the meét'ingp’f.‘t_l}é

- Board of Directors as concluded for today. Thank you very much. And I wish you o

a happy journey back home.

[ ] Ladies and gentlemen, we rcassemble at 11: 00 today for the closmg
ccrcmony of the 6th Asmn Ombudsman Conference at Tokyo. Thank you very}, :

much.
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